
GROUP NINE WRITE FOR RIGHTS

Thank you for participating in the world’s largest human rights 
event!!  You are joining Amnesty International’s seven million 
supporters around the world in a letter-writing blitz calling on 
governments to respect the rights of selected individuals at risk.

We have had many successes over the years including the release of 
political prisoners, the ending of torture in specific cases and in 
bringing human rights offenders to justice.

WHAT’S IN YOUR PACKAGE??? WHAT TO DO???

1. You can make a difference by signing letters to governments 
defending the rights of refugees, women, indigenous peoples, journalists 
and human rights workers! 

There are 14 letters included in the package, including two letters each for 
most cases: one goes directly to the government and a copy is sent to the 
closest embassy. 

Please sign each letter and also print your name, home city, Canada 
and your postal code. Add your personal comments by hand if you like.

Information about each case is included in the letter as well as on the table 
and online at https://amnesty.ca/write-for-rights/.

2. Support human rights defenders and their families by sending them 
messages of hope and solidarity. 

See the case summaries and ideas for messages of support on the table.
Use the blank cards and art materials on the table to illustrate your 
messages of support, or simply write a message on the cards provided.

Make sure to clearly indicate the name of the recipient on the back of 
your card - we will be mailing the messages in bulk.

https://amnesty.ca/write-for-rights/


Director General 
National Office of Risk and Disaster Management 

Avaratra Antanimora Route Mausolée 

Antananarivo 101 

Madagascar 


January 10, 2026


Dear Director General,


I am writing to you from Waterloo, Canada to express my 
concern about Damisoa and his family who in 2021 fled drought-
stricken Androy in the extreme south to escape famines. The 
government resettled them in Boeny, far to the north west, at a 
site where farming is unviable and access to food, water and 
sanitation is regularly and severely hindered by fast-moving, 
crocodile-infested waters. 


People displaced by famine and now living in Boeny, including 
Damisoa and his fellow residents, urgently need humanitarian 
assistance. But aid is currently almost exclusively concentrated 
in drought-stricken southern Madagascar. 


I am calling on you to take urgent steps to guarantee the human 
rights of people displaced and now living in Boeny and across 
Madagascar and urge you to actively seek the support of 
humanitarian agencies and other relevant actors to do this. 


Yours sincerely, 




CC: 

Embassy of the Republic of Madagascar 

3 Raymond Street 

Ottawa ON K1R 1A3 


Director General 
National Office of Risk and Disaster Management 

Avaratra Antanimora Route Mausolée 

Antananarivo 101 

Madagascar 


January 10, 2026


Dear Director General,


I am writing to you from Waterloo, Canada to express my concern 
about Damisoa and his family who in 2021 fled drought-stricken 
Androy in the extreme south to escape famines. The government 
resettled them in Boeny, far to the north west, at a site where farming 
is unviable and access to food, water and sanitation is regularly and 
severely hindered by fast-moving, crocodile-infested waters. 


People displaced by famine and now living in Boeny, including 
Damisoa and his fellow residents, urgently need humanitarian 
assistance. But aid is currently almost exclusively concentrated in 
drought-stricken southern Madagascar. 


I am calling on you to take urgent steps to guarantee the human 
rights of people displaced and now living in Boeny and across 
Madagascar and urge you to actively seek the support of 
humanitarian agencies and other relevant actors to do this. 


Yours sincerely, 




Office of the Prime Minister 

PO box 8001 Dep 
0030 Oslo 
Norway 


January 10, 2026


Dear Prime Minister, 


I am writing to you from Waterloo, Canada to express my concern about 
Ellinor Guttorm Utsi, a Sámi Indigenous leader working tirelessly to 
protect her community’s ancient reindeer-herding way of life in northern 
Norway. 


Reindeer herding is central to the Sámi subsistence, which depends on 
migratory grazing across the Arctic landscape to produce sustainable 
food, clothing and crafts. Ellinor leads efforts to defend her community’s 
rights to land and culture, highlighting the ongoing struggle of Indigenous 
Peoples caught between climate change, land rights and renewable 
energy development. 


In 2023, it was suddenly proposed that several hundred wind turbines be 
placed on their summer grazing lands in Čorgaš, threatening to damage 
the land, disturb migration routes and lead to destruction of the culture. 
Despite fierce opposition, the authorities are rushing approvals. 


I urge you to protect the rights of the Sámi reindeer-herding communities 
by ensuring that industrial wind-power projects that threaten their lands 
and way of life do not proceed without the free, prior and informed 
consent of the affected Sámi people. 


Yours sincerely, 




CC: Embassy of the Kingdom of Norway 

150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1300 

Ottawa ON K2P 1P1 


Office of the Prime Minister 

PO box 8001 Dep 
0030 Oslo 
Norway 


January 10, 2026


Dear Prime Minister, 


I am writing to you from Waterloo, Canada to express my concern about 
Ellinor Guttorm Utsi, a Sámi Indigenous leader working tirelessly to 
protect her community’s ancient reindeer-herding way of life in northern 
Norway. 


Reindeer herding is central to the Sámi subsistence, which depends on 
migratory grazing across the Arctic landscape to produce sustainable 
food, clothing and crafts. Ellinor leads efforts to defend her community’s 
rights to land and culture, highlighting the ongoing struggle of Indigenous 
Peoples caught between climate change, land rights and renewable 
energy development. 


In 2023, it was suddenly proposed that several hundred wind turbines be 
placed on their summer grazing lands in Čorgaš, threatening to damage 
the land, disturb migration routes and lead to destruction of the culture. 
Despite fierce opposition, the authorities are rushing approvals. 


I urge you to protect the rights of the Sámi reindeer-herding communities 
by ensuring that industrial wind-power projects that threaten their lands 
and way of life do not proceed without the free, prior and informed 
consent of the affected Sámi people. 


Yours sincerely, 




Minister of Basic Education 

Ministry of Basic Education 

Private bag X9034 
Cape Town 8000 
South Africa 


January 10, 2026


Dear Minister, 


I am writing to you from Waterloo, Canada to express my 
concern about Unecebo Mboteni. In April 2024, three-year-old 
Unecebo died after falling into a pit toilet at his pre-school in the 
Eastern Cape. Unecebo lost his life in a place where he should 
have been safe. 


Sadly, two other children have also died after falling into pit 
toilets in the Eastern Cape since 2018. However, the tragic loss 
of these young lives hasn’t been enough to ensure the 
eradication of all pit toilets in schools, including day care centres.


More than one year on and the family has had no word from the 
Little Champions Day Care Centre or the government department 
about whether the pit toilet that Unecebo fell into has been 
removed. They were also told it could be years before the 
investigation is completed. 


I urge you to ensure the investigation into Unecebo’s death is 
expedited, the outcome made public, and that those responsible 
are held accountable. 


Yours sincerely, 




CC: High Commission for the Republic of South Africa 

15 Sussex Drive 

Ottawa ON K1M 1M8 


Minister of Basic Education 

Ministry of Basic Education 

Private bag X9034 
Cape Town 8000 
South Africa 


January 10, 2026


Dear Minister, 


I am writing to you from Waterloo, Canada to express my concern about 
Unecebo Mboteni. In April 2024, three-year-old Unecebo died after falling 
into a pit toilet at his pre-school in the Eastern Cape. Unecebo lost his life 
in a place where he should have been safe. 


Sadly, two other children have also died after falling into pit toilets in the 
Eastern Cape since 2018. However, the tragic loss of these young lives 
hasn’t been enough to ensure the eradication of all pit toilets in schools, 
including day care centres.


More than one year on and the family has had no word from the Little 
Champions Day Care Centre or the government department about 
whether the pit toilet that Unecebo fell into has been removed. They were 
also told it could be years before the investigation is completed. 


I urge you to ensure the investigation into Unecebo’s death is expedited, 
the outcome made public, and that those responsible are held 
accountable. 


Yours sincerely, 




Prime Minister of Cambodia 
c/o Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Cambodia to the United Nations 

327 East 58th Street 
New York, NY 10022 
United States of America 


January 10, 2026


Dear Prime Minister,


I am writing to you from Waterloo, Canada to express my concern about 
the persecution of Mother Nature Cambodia. This group has 
courageously defended the Cambodian environment since 2013 and has 
inspired young people throughout the country.


In 2015, the group successfully halted the development of a hydroelectric 
dam which would have resulted in massive deforestation. In 2016, they 
were behind a ban on sand exports, protecting coastal areas from 
environmental degradation. But since 2016, the authorities have 
repeatedly targeted the group with arrests and prosecution, for nothing 
more than protecting the environment and exercising their right to freedom 
of expression. 


In June 2024, six members of the group were sentenced to between six 
and eight years in prison. One member fled Cambodia to continue their 
work, but the remaining five activists are enduring harsh conditions in 
prisons that are not compliant with international human rights standards. 


I call on you to immediately and unconditionally release the five detained 
activists and quash all convictions against Mother Nature Cambodia 
activists. Nobody should face prison simply for protecting the planet. 


Yours sincerely, 




Attorney General 

Public Prosecutor’s Office 

Avenida República Dominicana 

Colonia Lomas del Guijarro

Tegucigalpa M.D.C. 
Honduras 


January 10, 2026


Dear Attorney General, 


I am writing to you from Waterloo, Canada to express my concern 
about the murder of Juan López. He was a loving father and 
husband who tirelessly defended his local environment in northern 
Honduras from mining and energy projects which have threatened 
local rivers, forests and the Carlos Escaleras Mejía National Park. 


Juan and fellow activists founded the Tocoa Municipal Committee for 
the Defence of Common and Public Goods in order to peacefully 
challenge the legality of the projects. But their efforts have been met 
with harassment, threats and criminalization. Many committee 
members have been arrested and imprisoned. Some have been 
killed. 


On 14 September 2024, Juan was shot dead by a masked gunman 
as he left church. 


I am writing to demand that you ensure a prompt, independent and 
impartial investigation into the killing of Juan López. All those 
suspected of being responsible for the crime, including those who 
ordered the murder, must be brought to justice in fair trials. 


Yours sincerely, 




CC: Embassy of the Republic of Honduras 

130 Albert Street, Suite 504 

Ottawa ON K1P 5G4 


Attorney General 

Public Prosecutor’s Office 

Avenida República Dominicana 

Colonia Lomas del Guijarro

Tegucigalpa M.D.C. 
Honduras 


January 10, 2026


Dear Attorney General, 


I am writing to you from Waterloo, Canada to express my concern about 
the murder of Juan López. He was a loving father and husband who 
tirelessly defended his local environment in northern Honduras from 
mining and energy projects which have threatened local rivers, forests and 
the Carlos Escaleras Mejía National Park. 


Juan and fellow activists founded the Tocoa Municipal Committee for the 
Defence of Common and Public Goods in order to peacefully challenge 
the legality of the projects. But their efforts have been met with 
harassment, threats and criminalization. Many committee members have 
been arrested and imprisoned. Some have been killed. 


On 14 September 2024, Juan was shot dead by a masked gunman as he 
left church. 


I am writing to demand that you ensure a prompt, independent and 
impartial investigation into the killing of Juan López. All those suspected of 
being responsible for the crime, including those who ordered the murder, 
must be brought to justice in fair trials. 


Yours sincerely, 




President of Tunisia 

Carthage Presidential Palace 

La Goulette Road 
Carthage Archaeological Site

Tunis 

Tunisia 


January 10, 2026


Your Excellency, 


I am writing to you from Waterloo, Canada to express my 
concern about Sonia Dahmani, a lawyer and media 
commentator who has dedicated her life to defending human 
rights. She is a vocal critic of inhumane prison conditions and 
racism, regularly addressing these issues on television and radio 
shows.


On 11 May 2024, masked policemen violently raided the Tunisian 
Bar Association in Tunis and arrested Sonia. She was convicted 
and sentenced on unfounded charges of “spreading false news”, 
with additional politically motivated investigations still pending. 
Sonia was held in inhumane conditions and denied medical care, 
including essential medication, until her conditional release in 
November 2025. 


I call on you to immediately drop all charges against Sonia 
Dahmani, and end the harassment and intimidation against her.


Yours sincerely, 




CC: Embassy of the Republic of Tunisia 

515 O'Connor Street 

Ottawa ON K1S 3P8 


President of Tunisia 

Carthage Presidential Palace 

La Goulette Road 
Carthage Archaeological Site

Tunis 

Tunisia 


January 10, 2026


Your Excellency, 


I am writing to you from Waterloo, Canada to express my concern about 
Sonia Dahmani, a lawyer and media commentator who has dedicated her 
life to defending human rights. She is a vocal critic of inhumane prison 
conditions and racism, regularly addressing these issues on television and 
radio shows.


On 11 May 2024, masked policemen violently raided the Tunisian Bar 
Association in Tunis and arrested Sonia. She was convicted and 
sentenced on unfounded charges of “spreading false news”, with 
additional politically motivated investigations still pending. Sonia was held 
in inhumane conditions and denied medical care, including essential 
medication, until her conditional release in November 2025. 


I call on you to immediately drop all charges against Sonia Dahmani, and 
end the harassment and intimidation against her.


Yours sincerely, 




The Myanmar Military junta 
c/o Embassy of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 

336 Island Park Drive 
Ottawa ON K1Y 0A7 


January 10, 2026


To the Myanmar military junta,

 

I am writing to you from Waterloo, Canada to demand that you 
immediately release photojournalist Sai Zaw Thaike. 


When Cyclone Mocha slammed into Myanmar in May 2023, Sai 
Zaw Thaike travelled to Rakhine State, determined to report on 
the devastation. He embedded himself with a relief team. But 
after a week there, Sai Zaw was arrested. He was interrogated, 
beaten and in September 2023, sentenced by a military tribunal 
to 20 years in prison with hard labour. His trial lasted just one 
day. 


He has endured beatings by prison staff and periods of solitary 
confinement. 


Sai Zaw should be able to report freely. Sai Zaw Thaike must be 
freed now. 


Yours sincerely, 




President of Ecuador 

Palacio de Carondelet 
García Moreno N10-43 entre Chile y Espejo 
Quito 170401 
Ecuador 


January 10, 2026


Dear President, 


I am writing to you from Waterloo, Canada to express my 
concerns about the intimidation of a group of young activists 
called Guerreras por la Amazonía (Warriors for the Amazon). 
They are fighting alongside the Union of People Affected by 
Texaco’s Oil Operations (UDAPT) and the Eliminen los Mecheros, 
Enciendan la Vida (Remove the Flares, Ignite Life) collective, to 
protect their communities from the toxic fumes and 
environmental devastation caused by gas flares. 


In 2021, a landmark ruling required the government to eliminate 
the use of gas flares, yet they continue to burn. 


I am deeply concerned that the young defenders are facing 
stigma and violent intimidation. Rather than investigating the 
threats against them, the authorities told the group that they will 
only provide them with protection if they stop their activism. 


I demand that you uphold the ruling to eliminate gas flares and 
ensure the safety of climate defenders. 


Yours sincerely, 




CC: Embassy of the Republic of Ecuador 

99 Bank Street, Suite 230 

Ottawa ON K1P 6B9 


President of Ecuador 

Palacio de Carondelet 
García Moreno N10-43 entre Chile y Espejo 
Quito 170401 
Ecuador 


January 10, 2026


Dear President, 


I am writing to you from Waterloo, Canada to express my concerns 
about the intimidation of a group of young activists called Guerreras 
por la Amazonía (Warriors for the Amazon). They are fighting 
alongside the Union of People Affected by Texaco’s Oil Operations 
(UDAPT) and the Eliminen los Mecheros, Enciendan la Vida (Remove 
the Flares, Ignite Life) collective, to protect their communities from the 
toxic fumes and environmental devastation caused by gas flares. 


In 2021, a landmark ruling required the government to eliminate the 
use of gas flares, yet they continue to burn. 


I am deeply concerned that the young defenders are facing stigma 
and violent intimidation. Rather than investigating the threats against 
them, the authorities told the group that they will only provide them 
with protection if they stop their activism. 


I demand that you uphold the ruling to eliminate gas flares and ensure 
the safety of climate defenders. 


Yours sincerely, 


